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by so formidable a bulwark as the deep and wide
Suez Canal, with a force of less than one-third of that
number, unprovided with aircraft, and separated from
their base by a hundred miles of barren desert, was
a hazardous adventure. It is true that camp gossip
declared that the British garrison in Egypt was
composed of third-rate troops, who spent the day in
kicking footballs: but Von Kressenstein could have
given little credence to such idle tales, Still less could
he have believed that the Defence would neglect to
improve the natural strength of their position. He
may have felt more disposed to accept Djemal's
conviction that Egypt would rise in revolt when the
first Turkish soldier appeared on the Canal, and the
fact that the Sheikh El Islam in Constantinople,
shortly after the outbreak of war, had called upon
all followers of the Prophet to slay the Christian
enemies of Turkey presumably was known to him.
6 The chief of the believers, the Khalif, invites you
all as Muslims, to join in a Holy War,3 ran the
words of the final paragraph of the proclamation of
this religious dignitary.1 Von Kressenstein, excusably
enough, may have attached more importance to the
appeal than the document deserved. There were
doubtless a number of devout Turks who believed
sincerely that the words of the Sheikh El Islam would
inflame the hearts of the Egyptian nation ; and since
Von Kressenstein now lived and worked with men
who gloried in the declaration of a Holy War, he
may be pardoned if he accepted their views.2 But
DjemaFs staff, although aware of Egyptian hostility

1  Secrets of the Bosfborus> by Mr. Morgenthau.

2  The Ottoman Empire did little to follow up this religious appeal.
In a letter published on the I5th December 1922, in the El Abram^
a leading newspaper of Cairo, by Colonel Tewfiq Fahim, formerly an
A.D.C. of the Khedive, the latter says, c I was in Constantinople as
AJD.C. of the ex-Khedive from 1914 to 1919, and as far as I know the
Ottoman Government made no statement as regards Egypt, except